
NIS 2008 provides clear and comprehensive log files for you to review all security activity and 
messages. (See Figure 3.) Like other Symantec products, NIS includes LiveUpdate to keep it current 
with the latest updates and definition files. You can also download a free Norton Add-on Pack with 
parental controls, anti-spam, and a tool that can block any sensitive data sent from your PC. 
 

 
Figure 3. NIS 2008 provides a log of all security actions and messages.

 
 
Bump into any problems with the software? NIS includes a Help tool than can detect and fix many 
potential glitches with your software. Online help from the Symantec Web site is easy to access. Phone 
support from Symantec will cost you, but help via e-mail and live chat is free. 
 
I liked NIS 2008. The software protected me without being intrusive, unlike many other security suites. 
NIS ran effectively out of the box, but I was able to tweak most of the settings when needed. In the past, 
Symantec security products have been criticized for chewing up memory and slowing down your PC. 
NIS 2008 seems to have a lighter touch than previous editions—my PC suffered no noticeable 
slowdowns after installation. 
 
The $60 price tag gives you a three-user PC license with a one-year subscription. You'll typically find 
NIS much cheaper from vendors who offer it on sale with hefty rebates. NIS 2008 is compatible with 
Windows Vista and Windows XP with Service Pack 2 or higher. 
 

 
Review contributed by Lance Whitney. 
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Reviews
“How to Make a Million 
by Writing Software 
Programs” by 
ComputorEdge Staff 
 

Review of an understated 
book that doesn't claim to 
tell you how to make a 
million dollars 
programming—but you 
might.

 

 
From Program to Product: Turning Your Code into a Saleable Product  
by Rocky Smolin www.apress.com/book/view/1590599713 
 
This book could be titled How to Make a Million by Writing Software Programs, but it isn't. That seems to 
be deliberate on the part of the author, Rocky Smolin. Rocky's been writing software most of his life, but 
in his understated book, he doesn't claim to have made a million—although he appears to know a 
number of people who may have. This book is not the classic get-rich-quick type of book that oversells 
every aspect of making money with computers—far from it.  
 
If you see this book on a shelf in a bookstore, your first reaction will be, "It's just another computer book 
about programming." The cover makes it look like a computer book. The title could put you to sleep. 
However, if you're a software programmer who wants to take your work to market—and maybe have 
someone, someday, buy it from you for millions—then you absolutely must buy this book. You cannot 
judge this book by its cover. 
 
Almost every page offers practical advice on how to bring your product to market. Everything from 
program design, finance, legal matters, through to writing the manual is covered. That sounds dry, but it 
isn't. The chapters are concise and to the point. I could open the book to any page and start muttering, 
"That's a good point—that's a good point—that's a good point." 
 
One of the best features of Rocky's book is the inclusion at the end of each chapter of an interview with 
select people who tell "how they did it." These interviews alone make the book worth the price of 
admission. It has a computer book price of $29.99 (well worth it), or you can get the e-book version for 
$20.99. Don't be fooled by the cover. 
 
Jack Dunning 
 

 
 
The purpose of this column is to give our readers an opportunity to express their opinions about 
products and services that they have found particularly useful. If you have had experience with 
hardware, software or a Web site that made you say, "This is really great! I want to tell everyone about 
it," then this is a good place to do it. We are not interested in slamming the bad products, because there 
are too many of them. We would like to hear about those things that you would recommend to your best 
friend. The only caution is to please capitalize when appropriate and use complete sentences. If it takes 
us too long to edit the piece, it may be a long time before it's published on this site. 
 Please send your personal reviews to ceeditor@computoredge.com.
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EdgeWord
“A note from the publisher.” by Jack Dunning 
 

Musings on laptops, handhelds, and choosing the right ultra-
portable computer for your needs. Sometimes, it depends on 
the software you need to run.

 
 
James Hartnett's article in this issue on the Asus EEE ultra-portable computer told me everything I 
needed to know about the semi-tiny computer. It's an impressive machine for what it has to offer, and is 
probably the precursor to the laptop computer that I want to buy. One of its most endearing features is 
the price. 
 
A number of years back, when the airlines were making it more difficult for carry-on luggage, but before 
they started screening and searching checked bags, I purchased a used laptop for $300. I bought it 
because it would do everything that I wanted a computer to do while traveling, yet it was inexpensive 
enough that if it were lost or stolen, I wouldn't spend a great deal of time in mourning. I could pack that 
computer in my suitcase and check it with the baggage handlers at the airport. If I left it in a hotel room 
closet, I wasn't worried about thieves. I never had a concern, because I didn't feel that I had that much 
at stake. 
 
During that time, I also owned a handheld computer. For a good while, before I had purchased the 
cheap, used laptop, that little HP Pocket PC was my traveling machine. It could do everything that I truly 
needed at the time, such as e-mail, Wi-Fi, minimal Web browsing and almost adequate word 
processing. Both the used laptop and the handheld computer worked fine for that era in my life, but that 
was before I needed to be able to do serious computing at almost any moment. 
 
I recently read a statistic that laptop computers are actually outselling desktop computers. I don't know 
how true it is, but if it is the reality, then I can understand why. Since a laptop will do virtually everything 
a desktop computer can do, what is the motivation to buy a desktop? (There are quite a few reasons to 
purchase and maintain desktop machines, but I'm going to save that for the mobile computing issue 
coning in a few weeks.) In the past number of years since I purchased my first Windows XP portable 
computer, that computer has become my primary working computer. 
 
While I still had a brick-and-mortar office, I would lug the laptop back and forth to work. When traveling, 
the same computer would come along as carry-on baggage. While not totally convenient, it has not 
been a serious problem to take the computer almost anywhere. It is small enough to fit into a hotel safe, 
yet big enough to do graphics work. I can stay in touch with the ComputorEdge virtual office anywhere in 
the world as long as I have an Internet connection. 
 
The battery on my handheld computer has long since died beyond recovery, and I haven't taken the 
time to buy another one. The used $300 laptop is no longer working, which is just as well, since it was a 
Windows 98 machine. I haven't thought about getting another handheld or buying a cheap used laptop 
again because a handheld would no longer be adequate, and what's on my computer, even though I 
back it up to my virtual office and other desktop, is more valuable than the computer itself—at least to 
me. My next mobile computer will need to be a Windows Vista machine. (Why I need specifically 
Windows Vista will also be addressed in the future mobile computing issue.) 
 
I know that James' little Linux laptop is not yet quite right for me, because of my experiences with my 
past computers. The screen would be too small (and possibly the keyboard won't fit my fingers). If it 
can't display an entire Web page without horizontal scrolling, I don't think that it will handle even the 
minimal graphics work I must do. As much as I like the idea of using Linux on a computer, I remain 
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trapped—at least for now—by certain software features that are Windows-dependent. (I'm not even 
allowed to consider a Mac at this time.) I expect that my software dependencies will change, and the 
little Linux laptops will improve their physical capabilities. By that time, one of those machines may just 
be the optimum machine for me.
 

Jack is the publisher of ComputorEdge Magazine. He's been with the magazine since first issue on May 
16, 1983. Back then, it was called The Byte Buyer. His Web site is www.computoredge.com. He can be 
reached at ceeditor@computoredge.com
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Editor's Letters
“Readers write in with letters to the editor.” by 
ComputorEdge Staff 
 

"MS Access Tutorial?," "Excellent Linux Link," "Pop-Ups and 
Filtering," "Vista Hardware Requirements"

 

 
MS Access Tutorial? 
 
Beginning with the January 11, 2008 issue, I have avidly read the new column, "Rob, The 
ComputorTutor," by Rob Spahitz, teaching us the finer points about MS Excel, and I've learned a lot 
from it. 
 
Is there any chance that the magazine could add another ComputorTutor column? Specifically, I've tried 
to learn Access on my own—without much luck. 
 
If the plan is to do this when Rob finishes Excel, can you tell me when the Access columns might start? I 
won't stop reading and learning from his Excel column. It is too good and informative. I just want to be 
able to see the "light down the tunnel," so to speak. 
 
I've avidly read practically every ComputorEdge issue, since the days of The Byte Buyer. The 
ComputorTutor column is especially good for those of us who use (limp around) computers daily but, 
because of other time-consuming activities in our lives, will always be far from the computer "geek" 
stage. 
 
Thank you, 
 
-John Granlee 
 
I would love to be able to publish a tutorial on Access. It is certainly one of the most versatile and 
powerful of the Microsoft tools. The problem is finding someone as dedicated as Rob to keep up with the 
weekly grind of pumping out the lessons. If we find such a person, then we will certainly publish it. 
 
-Jack Dunning, Publisher, ComputorEdge  
 
Excellent Linux Link 
 
I've been using Linux for years, and still learned (or re-learned) something [from James Hartnett's April 
18 Linux Link column, entitled "How to Become a Linux Guru: Command-Line Tricks"]. 
 
-Aaron, San Diego, CA 
 
Pop-Ups and Filtering 
 
There is an easier way to eliminate all ads. [Edgeword, March 28, 2008]  
 
I simply disable JavaScript and images (and cookies, colors and backgrounds, for that matter). It works 
for all browsers on all platforms, and is universal, more secure, and vastly speeds up the page-load 
times (easing bandwidth requirements). 
 
If I need to see an image, such as a cartoon, I can simply right-click the image icon and view only that 
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image. 
 
Some sites may require JavaScript (revealing their designer's shortcomings). But, fortunately, the Web 
is so vast that there are usually less demanding alternatives. On those rare occasions where I have no 
choice but to use JavaScript (as with my lame bank's site, soon to change), I will temporarily enable 
what is necessary. 
 
You soon realize that all of the fancy colors and glitz are nothing more than useless window dressing, 
primarily to deliver advertising. Nearly all of the actual valuable content is in the text. 
 
-Jeff, Colorado Springs, CO 
 
Vista Hardware Requirements 
 
Were you asleep when you wrote this ["Windows Vista Tips and Tricks," April 18, 2008]? How could you 
write an article about hardware requirements and say nothing about the minimum hard drive space 
needed for the operating system? Sure, it depends—but at least mention it! 
 
-Jerry Palsson, Tucson, AZ 
 
You're absolutely right, Jerry—quite possibly I was asleep. Microsoft says that for any version greater 
than Windows Vista Basic, you should have at a minimum a 40-gig drive with at least 15 gigs of space 
free for installation. However, with the price of today's hard drives (up to 500 gigs for less than $100), it 
never occurred to me that someone would be getting a drive as small as 40 gigs. 
 
If you're upgrading a computer, it would be well worth it put in a newer, larger, faster drive. Drive speed 
has enormous impact on the performance of any computer system, regardless of the operating system. 
If you're buying new, don't accept less than 80 gigs. I would want more, and it should not cost much 
more. 
 
In my situation, the system didn't have a hard drive. I installed a 320-gig drive, so my mental lapse was 
mostly due to the fact that I never ran into a hard drive issue. Thanks for pointing out the oversight. 
 
 
-Jack Dunning  
 
 

ComputorEdge Staff may be any number of people, including Jack Dunning, who is hiding behind the 
cloak of anonyminity provided by this magazine. The reasons may be professional or personal.
 

 
Send mail to ceeditor@computoredge.com with questions about editorial content. 
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