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        Digital Dave
“Digital Dave answers your tech questions.” by Digital Dave
      
    

  


  
    DOCX Attachments; Multiple Chrome.exe's Running; An iPad Tip for Typing E-mail Addresses.
  

  


  DOCX Attachments


  
    Dear Digital Dave,


    Every now and again I receive a message with a "docx" document attached. I was able to open one a long time ago, but I have forgotten which program I used. What program delivers a document in the "docx" format and how do I open it? Your assistance is invaluable, always.

    CAS

    El Cajon, CA

  


  
    Dear CAS,

    A file with the DOCX file extension is a Word Microsoft Office Open XML Format Document file. It is in common use now, so you can expect to receive them on occasion. It is more recent than the common DOC format so if you have an older version of Word, you may not be able to open the file. If this is the case, you should get the Microsoft Office Compatibility Pack for Word, Excel, and PowerPoint File Formats.


    There are a number of other programs which read the DOCX format. A couple of the best are the free LibreOffice and OpenOffice productivity suite packages. (In you would like more information on what's included in either suite, see Rob Spahitz's e-book, Getting Started with OpenOffice (LibreOffice): The Free Replacement for Microsoft Office.)


    You will find that many productivity type programs now support DOCX.


    A word of caution: I'm assuming that you know the people who sent you these files. A good way to find out what to do with an attachment is to ask the person who sent it to you. If you don't know what it is and don't know who sent it to you, don't open it. Many types of attachments can be virus vectors.


    Digital Dave


  

  


  Multiple Chrome.exe's Running


  
    Dear Digital Dave,


    I have noticed lately that my computer is running slow, as if another program is running behind or with the program I am using (usually e-mail). I quickly boot Task Manager and see nothing but my Chrome Internet browser running. However, when I check Processes, I see four Chrome.exe's and they are all showing minor, but active interaction with the CPU. Is this normal? Why would there be multiple executable files going at the same time for the same program?


    Thanks much for you help over the years. You are the Obi-wan.

    Joe Piluso

    San Diego, CA

  


  
    Dear Joe,

    Yes, the multiple processes are normal with the Google Chrome Web browser. Every time you open a new tab, Chrome starts a new, separate process which actually runs independently of the other open tabs. This is done for exactly that independence.


    With other browsers, when one tab window crashes, often they all crash because they are running under the same process. This is not the case with Chrome. One tab window can freeze without affecting all the others. Close that tab and you can continue on with the other tabs. Overall this makes Chrome a more robust Web browser.


    This is not to say that there's no downside. Since Chrome starts a new process for each tab, it uses more memory as you add more tabs. Plus, each new tab opening will take a little longer than adding a new tab in most other browsers. If you have too many tabs open in Chrome it can certainly affect system performance.


    I like Google Chrome (my default browser), but it helps to know how it's different from other browsers. I'm certainly guilty of leaving too many tab windows open.


    Digital Dave


  

  


  An iPad Tip for Typing E-mail Addresses


  I discovered that this week Jack is doing a beginner's AutoHotkey tip for inputting long e-mail addresses in Windows. That's all well and good if you happen to be using a Windows computer. But what if you're one of the millions of people who now own an iPad or iPad Mini? As it turns out, iOS has a similar capability built into it.


  The problem with many e-mail addresses is that they are often long and tedious to type. It is even worse on a tablet computer since using the virtual keyboard is a little more awkward. It's much easier to type a couple of characters and have the address pop up. To set up a hotkey for an e-mail address (or anything else) on an iPad enter Settings and select General => Keyboard (see Figure 1).
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    Figure 1. The hotkey feature is located in Settings under General => Keyboard.

  


  On the iPad, hotkeys are called Shortcuts. This is where all the current hotkeys are found (see Figure 2).
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    Figure 2. The iPad maintains a list of all your hotkeys in the Shortcuts section of Keyboard settings.

  


  Tap "Add New Shortcut..." to add a new hotkey. I use the @ sign as the last character (same as Jack does in his examples) because it is common to all e-mail addresses and is easy to remember (see Figure 3).
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    Figure 3. Enter the phase and shortcut into the fields and tap Save.

  


  Once the hotkey is saved as a Shortcut, whenever you enter the shortcut characters into a text editing field, the full address will appear as shown in Figure 4. Hit the Enter key or tap the field and the address will appear in the field. It may seem a little counter intuitive, but if you tap the phrase window itself, it closes without effect, as suggested by little red "x" in the corner. At first, I thought it was like a selection list, so I kept dismissing it with a tap when I wanted to use it.
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    Figure 4. Tap the entry field (not the suggestion box) to enter the e-mail address.

  


  I certainly wouldn't overdo it by adding too many hotkeys for e-mail addresses. Save this technique for those addresses which are the longest and you use the most. That way they will be easier to remember.
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        Little Known High Tech Stories
“iPhone Surges, Cloud for Office and Xbox, Student Entrepreneurs and Houses with No Utility Bills” by Marilyn K. Martin
      
    

  


  
    What to Look Forward to in 2013; Apple's iPad and iPhone; Blackberry in Trouble?; Microsoft's New Office 365 and Cloud Subscriptions; Gaming Console UpdatesForbidding Used Games to Redbox Instant; Helping Students Scrub Their Online Profiles; Is App Usage Cooling?; Teaching Students about High Tech Entrepreneurship; Dell Going Private; Music Technology; Radio and Music Video Tech; New Ideas for Municipal Waste; Aero-drama: Boeing's Dreamliner and Lithium-ion Batteries.
  

  


  What to Look Forward to in 2013


  We finally have a respite from political campaigning and the Olympics this year. High tech firms are already announcing new products (probably previewed at the Consumer Electronics Show last month), and are paying close attention to that bellwether of "consumer-driven demand." This already seems to be less about the newest high tech gadgetry, and more about the desire for streamlined products with fewer remotes and better resolution, as well as more choices of color and shape (like bendable).


  Per a January 1, 2013 article from the Los Angeles Times, users are looking forward to multi-colored iPhones, skinnier iPads, and the iPad mini with high-resolution retina displays. The writers are also looking forward to anti-texting apps/devices so people won't crash their cars while texting, and even a Bluetooth smartwatch. Waterproofed gadgets (as demonstrated at the 2012 CES), and a simplified TV and remote that even house guests can work, are also highly anticipated 2013 tech advances.


  Also in January 2013, a Seattle Times tech reviewer reported that the iPhone can now be loaded with so many iOS apps that many home entertainment remotes could soon be retired. This reviewer is now upgrading some of his entertainment hardware, and products with included remote apps are the ones he intends to buy. He's also upgrading his home-alarm system to broadband, to use an app to monitor it and turn it Off/On from anywhere. He is also hopeful Bluetooth 4.0 will soon be built into future electronic device upgrades.


  But while our Digital Age may be getting information to us faster and through ever expanding formats and hardware, a January 2013 article in the New York Times charges that "errors are mounting at high-speed stock exchanges." The article says that stock exchange operators are making nerve-rattling programming errors, like nearly a half-million trades executed at the wrong price over the last four years by BATS Global Markets. Trading software has been glitchy with multiple (temporary) breakdowns since Christmas 2012, which experts blame on the "technological arms race" with 13 upstart public stock exchanges fiercely challenging the incumbent systems, like the New York Stock Exchange.


  Apple's iPad and iPhone


  At the end of January 2013, Apple announced its fourth-generation iPad with 128GB and a starting price of $799. A "cellular-enabled" iPad will cost $929. Available since early February, critics are already complaining that the new iPad is just a minor upgrade, on top of a slight-overhaul to the device late in 2012. But with Apple now pushing to get more iPads into businesses, Apple hopes the double storage capacity of this latest iPad will appeal mostly to the corporate world.


  And as announced in February 2013, Apple did land a $159 Million contract with the government of New Zealand for iPhones and iPads. While everyone from Home Depot to the US Department of Defense has dropped their BlackBerry contracts for Apple's iPhone.


  Blackberry in Trouble?


  [image: ]As more businesses and government agencies switch to Apple iPhones, per above, sales predictions for BlackBerry are dire. As reported by Yahoo News in February 2013, BlackBerry's new Z10 smartphones have already been released in the UK and Canada with a limited initial supply, and softer than expected demand. So Wall Street analysts have slashed their sales estimates by 83% for the new BB10, which will launch in the US in March 2013.


  High Tech Wizardry Transforming Cities and Neighborhoods


  At the end of December 2012 the Seattle Times reported on plans to introduce new technology to make urban spaces safer and more user-friendly in 2013. Touchscreen info kiosks—offering weather reports, event news, maps and public transportation arrival times—have already been installed in New York's Union Square. They'll soon spread to London, Los Angeles, Boston and other cities, installed by City24/7 which has partnered with Cisco. The kiosks also provide two-way communications with city emergency services, and broadcast a Wi-Fi signal for nearby smartphones and mobile computers.


  In January 2013, the Miami Herald reported that Coral Gables has installed new mobile phone parking meters. PayByPhone is a downloadable app for smartphones, instead of rummaging for coins. Motorists like the ease of this no-cash payment method for parking, as well being able to extend their meter time via call, text or web. And for people who don't want to download the app, they can scan the Quick Response code posted on the meters, to launch the Web site from their smartphones. The city has already noticed that these new parking meters have been collecting over double what they had collected before PayByPhone.


  In February 2013, the Chicago Tribune reported on how house building has entered a new era, recognizing how consumers uniformly and seriously want to get away from utility bills. Houze Advanced Building Science will soon start construction on homes in Houston, Texas, and will guarantee buyers that their new homes will have no electric or gas bills for the first decade.


  The new houses will be so efficient that they will have energy to spare. The new building strategy will encompass both tight walls and ceilings, and its proprietary technology for a Power Cell (the size of an air-conditioning unit) that will produce on-site electricity and thermal heat from natural gas. The homeowner can store the extra energy in backup batteries or feed it back to the community.


  Microsoft's New Office 365 and Cloud Subscriptions


  In February 2013, the Seattle Times' Brier Dudley reported that Microsoft's near-essential home business software, Office 365, is rolling out a new subscription model. Home users can now rent the software for $100 per year, instead of buying a new version on disc every few years. Early reviewers love the new Office 365, which combines Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and a desktop-publishing program, among others, and can be installed on up to five home PCs. But some reviewers noted that the price might be too steep if you don't use all or most of the various programs.


  Gaming Console Updates—Forbidding Used Games to Redbox Instant


  The Seattle Times' Brier Dudley also reported in February 2013 that Microsoft's new "digital distribution" subscription model for Office 365 may soon be coming to its game console Xbox as well. Early reports say that both Microsoft (Xbox) and Sony (PlayStation) will offer yearly licensing for video games when they release their next-gen consoles later this year.


  The most controversial aspect is that both new consoles may block used games. Game publishers have been agitating against all the used games available for years now, feeling that they dilute their sales of new games. But many avid gamers are up in arms at the news, since selling/recycling older games has been protected under the first-sale doctrine of US copyright laws. But changes have been coming since a 2010 case which blocked the resale of software that is licensed to users.


  Brier Dudley (Seattle Times) announced in February 2013 that Microsoft has scored a coup for its Xbox 360 video lineup by announcing a partnership with video-rental Redbox. Redbox is a subsidiary of Coinstar, whose CEO (Scott Di Valerio) is a former Microsoft vice president. Redbox Instant, from Redbox and Verizon, is currently in beta testing, and will eventually provide streaming video and rental discs for Xbox for an $8-$9 monthly charge.


  Helping Students Scrub Their Online Profiles


  The Boston Globe reported in January 2013, that colleges are now helping students "scrub their online footprints." For students with common names, googling their name can turn up raucous party scenes or other embarrassing mistaken-identity photos. Or their own juvenile prank videos or sextexting imagery, which could doom a college graduate who needs a more professional image online. Although online-image-repair services have been around for awhile, most are expensive. BrandYourself was started by three Syracuse University alumni, and is now offered to Syracuse students for free. The general public only has to pay $10 a month for an account.


  Also in January 2013, the Los Angeles Times revealed that a trio of Kent State University undergrads have put together a Facewash app for Facebook. The app will "search a user's facebook activity and content for items the user may want to hide or delete." The app, created in a couple days at a hackathon at the University of Pennsylvania, is available but still in beta, so expect some minor glitches.


  Is App Usage Cooling?


  In early February 2013, Apple CEO Tim Cook declared at a Convention that "the app economy" is going to "only two or three players," presumably Apple and Google, and that there aren't a lot of people writing PC apps. Cook also announced that Apple has paid out a total of $8 Billion to App Store Developers in 2013 so far. This is possibly a reflection of the users who received iPhones or iPads during the holidays, and are filling up their devices with apps.


  Despite the eagerly embraced apps that can act as remotes for everything from security systems to TVs noted earlier, Yahoo Finance reported in February 2013 that most users have begun to overdose on downloading apps to their smartphones. A New York Times tech reporter has 259 apps installed on her iPhone, and only regularly uses 16 of them. A recent study by Nuance found that people download a lot of apps, but that they abandon 95% of them. And Neilsen reported last May 2012 that people most regularly use the same top five apps: Facebook, YouTube, Google Play, Google Search and Gmail.


  Teaching Students about High Tech Entrepreneurship


  A Denver, Colorado, mommy-blogger in February 2013 noted that young kids are natural salesmen, and their abilities to influence and persuade can be very valuable skills later in life. The "Guest Blogger" then goes on to list Colorado programs for young budding entrepreneurs, from Young Entrepreneurs Marketplace (to sell their handmade products) to a one-week crash course in Business hosted by Junior Achievement.


  In January 2013, the Miami Herald reported on the high school seniors who had won the Business Plan Challenge last year. Cole Press and Louis Segall took first-place with their TeamBeam sports app, born out of their own frustration for a sports app that curated news on just the teams and players they were most interested in. Cole and Louis are now college freshmen, although their TeamBeam app has yet to make a public appearance.


  Xconomy ran a January 2013 article on the Technology Club at MIT's Sloan School of Management. Once a year they organize a 3-day trip to Silicon Valley (California) for students to tour top technology companies. One student who participated was invited to blog about his experience, which had solidified his desire to pursue a career in high technology.


  Dell Going Private


  The Denver Post reported in February 2013 that struggling PC maker Dell was taking the company private in a $24.4 Billion deal led by its founder, Michael Dell. The idea is to try and turn around the troubled computer maker, away from "the glare and financial pressures of Wall Street." Michael Dell is throwing in his 14% stake and a portion of his $16 Billion fortune to help finance the sale to a group led by the technology investment firm Silver Lake. Microsoft is lending $2 Billion to the buyers, and the remaining money will be borrowed from several banks. This will saddle Dell with about $15 Billion in debt, which may run off risk-averse corporate customers worried about Dell's financial stability.


  When a major shareholder complained that the buyout was a bad deal that undervalued the company, Dell went on the offensive to reassure shareholders that the private buyout was the best of several rescue-deals it had considered. As reported in the Seattle Times in February 2013, shareholders are unhappy that the proposed $24.4 Billion purchase price is 80% below Dell's top market value of $150 Billion at its peak thirteen years ago.


  Music Technology


  In mid-December 2012, an AP story through the Denver Post reported on how Google now has a scan and match service for Google Music users, to store copies of their songs online for free. The service scans a user's computer and gives them access to the songs it finds, as long as they match the songs on its servers. Otherwise, it will upload the requested songs to a user's online locker. The service is similar to Apple's iTunes Match, and Amazon's Cloud Player, which both cost $25 apiece for a year, and allow online storage of 25,000 to 250,000 songs. Apple dominates this market with 64% of US music sales online.


  Also in December 2012, the Denver Post ran another AP story about Astell & Kern's new portable music player, the AK100. It offers astoundingly better quality for mobile music, which usually loses audio resolution after being compressed into the small digital files of most other mobile music players. About the size of a pack of cigarettes, their music player has a Wolfsen 24-bit DAC (digital-to-analog converter), and costs about $700. One reviewer said the AK100 was truly impressive, especially if listened to through high-quality headphones in the $100-$400 range.


  In January 2013, Bloomberg through the Seattle Times announced Amazon's new AutoRip service, which adds MP3 files free with every CD purchase. Forget about waiting for the CD in the mail, Amazon provides the digital tracks as soon as you hit the Purchase button. You even have the choice of either streaming a track from the cloud, or downloading it to save a local copy. A growing list of singers and bands are now including this digital access, as well as the movie cast recording of Les Miserables.


  Radio and Music Video Tech


  In mid-January 2013, the Tampa Bay Times (through the Seattle Times) announced that Cox Radio had just made radio history. The Florida alternative-rock station was only the second in the nation in which every song played was chosen by listening fans through a free smartphone app, from a list of 1,800 songs covering 30 years. Fans can also use the app to add a personal message to the song they pick, and receive a text message to alert them when the song and message are about to play. The radio station considers it a cost-saving measure, and will reassign its DJs to other jobs.


  According to an article in USA Today in January 2013, a new free app for the iPhone and iPad lets users sort of create their own music video. VideoStar records you lip-syncing to your favorite song, then adds special effects before uploading "your" music video to YouTube and the world. The app is even optimized for iPad's larger, high-definition screen, and you can purchase more effects for $.99 to $1.99 apiece.


  New Ideas for Municipal Waste


  The Christian Science Monitor ran a January 2013 story on how cities are trying green strategies to deal with polluted runoff. Urban storm water runoff can overload sewage treatment plants and pollute waterways. Now some cities are creating rain gardens and roadside plantings to mimic the way Nature collects and cleanses water.


  NextBigFuture reported in February 2013 how Jeff Surma through SolveforX has designed breakthrough technology to convert municipal waste to energy on both industrial and personal scales. The system would use plasma gas to super-heat waste, turning organic materials into synthetic gas which can be harvested and used as fuel. While inorganic materials can be turned into construction products.


  Aero-drama: Boeing's Dreamliner and Lithium-ion Batteries


  In mid-January 2013, Japan's two biggest airlines ordered all their Boeing 787 Dreamliners grounded due to yet more problems with lithium-ion batteries. This comes after a three year delay by Boeing to launch the Dreamliner, due to a series of problems with battery fires and fuel leaks. A day after the Japanese grounding was announced, Reuters reported that Boeing's Dreamliners were being grounded all around the world, as regulators investigated the planes' battery problems.


  Anger was immediately directed at the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), which critics felt should have been the domestic oversight agency to have caught the problem and grounded the Dreamliner—not the Japanese airlines. Some aviation experts wondered if the FAA is now too cozy with aircraft manufacturers or if the FAA is just not keeping up with new aviation technology involving multiple suppliers from around the world. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood stood by his endorsement of the Dreamliner's safety, but has since resigned, effective when a replacement is found.


  According to a New York Times article at the end of January 2013, the FAA had approved the use of lithium-ion batteries in 2007 for Boeing's 787, after brushing off concerns by the Air Line Pilots Association that a fire in flight from the batteries would be difficult to extinguish, and that flight crews needed training for that type of emergency. Also at the end of January 2013, battery-maker GS Yuasa was temporarily cleared in the Dreamliner overheating and fire incidents. The joint Japanese/American investigation had shifted to the monitoring system made by Kanto.


  But by early February 2013, the New York Times reported that the National Transportation Safety Board was blaming the FAA for accepting battery test results from Boeing in 2007 that had not properly assessed the risks of smoke or fire from the Dreamliners' batteries. The data at this point indicated that the problem had originated in the lithium-ion batteries, when one of the eight cells had a short circuit and the fire then spread to the rest of the cells.


  Meanwhile in Europe, Newser reported in mid-February 2013 that Airbus had abandoned its plans to use lithium-ion batteries in its new A350 airplanes. Airbus announced that they would revert to conventional nickel-cadmium batteries for its A350. Also in mid-February 2013, the Polish airline company LOT announced that it is keeping its Boeing 787 Dreamliners grounded through October 2013, while Boeing tries to solve the safety problem with overheating batteries.


  By the end of February 2013 Boeing was anxiously seeking quick FAA approval for a "permanent" 787 battery fix. A small team of top Boeing machinists are building high-strength containment boxes for the lithium-ion batteries in the 787 Dreamliner as part of a redesign to get the Dreamliners flying again, hopefully by April. (With deep cuts to defense, aerospace companies like Boeing are shifting priorities—and banking their futures—on their civilian airliners.) It is unknown at this point if the FAA will agree to the quick-fix to get Boeing's 787s back in the air. Stay tuned...

  


  Marilyn is a freelance writer and humorist, with a special interest (besides computers and technology) in Science Fiction. She has had short stories appear in the following 2011-2012 publications: Deadman's Tome online magazine; Strange Valentines anthology; Cosmic Crime anthology; PerihelionSF online magazine; and The Fifth Dimension online magazine. She has also sold a short story to appear in the March 2013 anthology, Universe Horribilis. She is also writing a Young Adult SF series, Chronicles of Mathias, and contributes weekly articles or humor columns to ComputorEdge.ComputorEdge E-Books has converted many of Marilyn's computer humor columns into four e-books. Now available in a four-book Kindle bundle from Amazon.com The Best Computer and Internet Humor, Anecdotes, and Jokes Found on the Web. Marilyn's collection of the funniest stories about our computing machines and how we use them at home, the office, and in cyber space. Save 25% off the individual book price!
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        Windows Tips and Tricks: A New Look at the "Send To" Feature
“Available in All Versions of Windows, "Send To" Can Save Time and Effort” by Jack Dunning
      
    

  


  
    If you often move files or folders to another location on your Windows computer, it may just be easier to add the task to your Windows "Send To" menu.
  

  


  Although it's been a part of Windows ever since I can remember (and continues in Windows 8), the Send To menu option is one of the least remembered features of the right-click menu. (The right-click menu appears when the right mouse button is clicked while hovering over a folder or file icon in Windows Explorer.) I use right-click regularly for compressing files into ZIP folders, but I forget how convenient it can be for sending e-mails and printing documents. When properly configured, it's also one of the best ways to copy files to another folder without the hassle of opening two Explorer windows and dragging the file from one window to another. (I often neglect to hold down shift key and end up moving rather than copying the file.) I've written about Send To in the past and included it in the e-book Windows 7 Explorer Secrets (also a part of the Windows 7 Secrets Four-book Bundle at Amazon), but it deserves renewed attention, if only for those of us who have new reasons to take a closer look.


  In my situation, I am now moving AutoHotkey scripts and apps into a public Dropbox for people who want to download them. I do this enough that it is worthwhile to modify the Send To menu to include a direct link to that Dropbox folder. This saves opening multiple Explorer windows, but also saves me from writing an AutoHotkey script to do it.


  It's not practical to add every folder to your Send To right-click menu option, but if you have a folder that receives many new folders and files (such as subfolders in My Photos), then adding it to the list can be worth the time.


  The Windows Right-click Menu Send To Option


  There are a couple of quirks in the Windows right-click menu that are worth knowing. First, it does not display all the same items in all versions of Windows. While many of the options are common (Cut, Copy), there are differences depending on which Windows version you're using and the type of file. Certain items will appear on the list (Edit, Print, Rotate Clockwise, Rotate Counterclockwise for image files) depending on the type of file. Some programs add items to the right-click menu as shown in Figure 1 for AutoHotkey.
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    Figure 1. The Windows right-click menu displaying the Send To option in Windows 7. RunScript, Compile Script, and Edit Script were added to the right-click menu by the main AutoHotkey installation.

  


  If you hold down the SHIFT key when you right-click a folder or file, the menu will change a little in most versions of Windows and a lot in Windows 7 and Windows 8—especially when looking at the Send To menu (see Figure 2). Many common folders are added to the SHIFT right-click menu in Windows 7 and 8 which don't appear in earlier versions. These folder items are drawn from the current user folder. Adding folders to your user folder will make them appear in the SHIFT right-click Send To menu.
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    Figure 2. In Windows 7 and 8, the folders found in the current user folder appear in the Send To menu.

  


  Note the AutoHotkey item at the top of the menu in Figure 1 and Figure 2 (circled in red). This folder is not a standard part of either right-click menu (with or without the SHIFT key). I added that link so I could send (copy) AutoHotkey files and apps directly to that Dropbox folder without copy-and-paste or dragging between windows, thus sharing the file with all other connected computers—and the rest of the world (since there is a public link directly to that Dropbox folder). This Send To option appears regardless of whether or not the SHIFT key is used with the right-click. If you need to move files regularly to a specific folder, you can see the value of this type of custom shortcut on the Send To right-click menu.


  Adding a Special Folder to the Send To Menu


  It's relatively simple to add an option to the right-click Send To menu. The first step is to open the SendTo folder by starting the Run dialog ([image: ]+R, select" Run…" from the Start Menu, or search for "run" in the Start menu or screen) and entering shell:sendto into the "Open:" field and clicking OK (See Figure 3).
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    Figure 3. Use the Windows Run dialog to open the SentTo folder.

  


  Any shortcuts you add to the SendTo folder will appear on the Send To menu (see Figure 4). It is important that you add shortcuts to the SendTo folder and not the folders. A shortcut will route a file (or folder) to the new location, but a folder in the SendTo folder will merely accept the items into itself within the SendTo folder. You don't want to start accumulating files in various folders within the SendTo folder since they may be difficult to locate later.
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    Figure 4. The Windows SendTo folder holds shortcuts that appear on the Send To right-click menu.

  


  A shortcut may either be copied into the SendTo folder or newly created by right-clicking within the SendTo folder and selecting New => Shortcut. If you later decide that you need to edit the shortcut, you can do so by right-clicking on the shortcut icon and selecting Properties. You can then change the path to another folder, pick a new icon (as discussed last week), or change the name in the General tab (see Figure 5). I changed the name to AutoHotkey Dropbox and added the AutoHotkey logo directly from the EXE file.


  
    [image: ]


    Figure 5. A shortcut can be modified through the Properties window.

  


  The changes within the shortcut are immediately reflected in the Send To menu (see Figure 6).
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    Figure 6. Changes made in the SendTo folder are reflected in the right-click menu.

  


  Now whenever I need to update an AutoHotkey script or app that I have available for general download on Dropbox (usually due to a bonehead error), all I need to do is right-click on the file and select Send To => AutoHotkey Dropbox. It's done!

  


  Jack is the publisher of ComputorEdge Magazine. He's been with the magazine since first issue on May 16, 1983. Back then, it was called The Byte Buyer. His Web site is www.computoredge.com. He can be reached at ceeditor@computoredge.com. Jack is now in the process of updating and compiling his hundreds of articles and columns into e-books. Currently available:
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  Our second compilation of stupid ComputorEdge cartoons from 2011 and 2012 is now available at Amazon! That Does Not Compute, Too! ComputorEdge Cartoons, Volume II: "Do You Like Windows 8 or Would You Prefer an Apple?"
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        Beginner's AutoHotkey Tip for Long E-Mail Addresses and More Reminder App
“There Is No Need to Constantly Type Those Long E-Mail Addresses, Plus a Reminder Toggle” by Jack Dunning
      
    

  


  
    If you have long e-mail addresses then this beginner's AutoHotkey tip will make your life easier. Plus, the continuing saga of the Reminder app with a toggle for the speaking feature.
  

  


  A Beginner's Tip for Super Quick E-mail Address Input


  One of the main reasons for using AutoHotkey is hot string macro substitution as found in the AutoCorrection app which can be used in any Windows app or Web editing window. Misspell a word and see instant correction or type a couple of characters and an entire word or phrase appears. This is incredibly simple to implement with AutoHotkey and makes writing and editing on your Windows computer much easier.


  However, one problem with the Internet is some e-mail addresses are incredibly long. Considering the number of times it's necessary to use your e-mail address in Web forms and as user names, it would be nice to have it appear with a couple of keystrokes. AutoHotkey replacement has been covered previously in other articles, but the hotkeys are activated by the following hotkeys which is a space, period, comma, or some other type of punctuation. In forms and user names we don't want to add a space or punctuation. AutoHotkey has a solution.


  A normal macro substitution code line may look like the following:


  ::j@::jdunning@computoredge.com


  

  This line of code placed in a text file and activated will display the enter e-mail address whenever "j@" is typed followed by a space or most punctuation. A backspace is required in many user name fields to remove the extra space or character. However, if an asterisk (*) is placed between the first two colons like so:


  :*:j@::jdunning@computoredge.com


  

  the e-mail is instantly substituted when the @ character is hit—not requiring nor adding any extra space or punctuation. Be sure to pick hotkey combinations that are not likely to occur in the normal course of your work so you won't be surprised by random e-mail addresses popping up.


  There are other special characters which can be added between the first two colons. They can be reviewed in the Hotstrings section of the AutoHotkey site. You can also use the letter O to drop the activating space or character, but you would still be required to type it. This would be used if you wanted to add an ending without needing to backspace. For example:


  :O:ct:constitut


  

  would add "constitut" without a space leaving you to add "ion", "ing", "es", "ional" or another ending without backspacing.


  For more options check out the Hotstrings section linked above.


  New to AutoHotkey? Check out "Installing AutoHotkey and Writing Your First Script."


  More Improvements to the Reminder App


  I'm getting closer completing the Reminder app—that's if an app can ever be truly finished. There are a few more features to add, each of which has some interesting learning points. Since, if the free Windows utility nircmd.exe is installed, the app is capable of reading the reminder out loud, the user should be told whether the voice is available. Plus, if speaking is available, there should be a way to toggle it on and off. (You may not want your computer nagging you.) Lastly, some code is added to the Reminder app to change the regular cursor into a push button finger when it hovers over the voice toggle.


  If your interested in the columns on the writing of the Reminder AutoHotkey app, starting with the first column and continuing through the AutoHotkey columns which discuss Reminder, click the link "View Columns Last Six Months" at the top or bottom of each column for a list of AutoHotkey columns in reverse chronological order. Not all of the columns are about Reminder, but those that are will say so in the summary.


  Checking for the Nircmd.exe Speaking Program


  Since the Reminder app does have the capability to use the Nircmd speaking feature, it seems reasonable to add a message about its availability on the Windows computer. Looking at the reminder setup GUI window, there's space in the lower right-hand corner for informational text (see Figure 1).
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    Figure 1. There's space in the lower right-hand corner of the reminder GUI for information about the speaking feature.

  


  If the speech capability is available, the file nircmd.exe will be located in the Windows folder. The following conditional is needed to first check for the existence of the nircmd.exe file, then add the text to the GUI:


  IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe
  {
   Gui, Font, s10
   If(SetSpeak = 1)
     Gui, Add, Text, cGreen X+150 yp+10 vSpeak gSpeakToggle, Speaking On
   Else
     Gui, Add, Text, cRed X+150 yp+10 vSpeak gSpeakToggle, Speaking Off
  }
Else
  {
   Gui, Font, underline s10
   Gui, Add, Text, cRed x+150 yp+10 gNircmd, Speaking Not Available
  }


  

  Of interest at this point is the ELSE portion of the conditional (nircmc.exe does not exist). The first line of code (IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe) looks for the file nircmc.exe in the Windows folder. If it's found, then the speaking capability is available. If not, the script jumps to the ELSE subroutine. The first line of the ELSE subroutine (Gui, Font, underline s10) set the font size to 10 points and underline (to indicate that it's also a link). See Figure 2.
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    Figure 2. When the Nircmd capability is not found, "Speaking Not Available" is displayed.

  


  The second line of code in the ELSE section adds the text to the window with the GUI, ADD, TEXT command. In this line the color option is set to red (cRed) and the text is positioned within the GUI with (x+150 yp+10). These options are explained in the "Positioning and Sizing of Controls" section of the online AutoHotkey GUI help page. I had to play around with the numbers to get it where I wanted it. I've found that figuring out how to align text and buttons in AutoHotkey controls is not always easy and, at times, I've had to employ some formatting tricks.


  The label (Nircmd:) is created with the gNircmd option. The label (subroutine) is as follows:


  Nircmd:
  MsgBox, 4,Download Nircmd.exe?,You don't have Nircmd.exe utility`nfor activating speech installed
                                                          .`nWould you like to go to the Web site?
  IfMsgBox Yes
  Run http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/nircmd.html
Return


  

  The label Nircmd pops up a message window asking if you would like to download Nircmd. If not, the window will close. If you click the "Yes" button (IfMsgBox Yes), your default browser will open and navigate to the proper site (Run http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/nircmd.html). It is then the user's option to download and install the utility which merely puts the executable nircmd.exe in the Windows folder.


  Note that the second line of the MsgBox starts with the period (.) from the first line. This is merely a convenience for writing and viewing the code. When the next line is preceded by a punctuation mark, it is considered part of the prior line. This is common usage in AutoHotkey.


  Turning Speaking On and Off


  If the file nircmd.exe is found, then options have been added to toggle the feature on and off. You may not always want an audible alert. If the "IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe" statement evaluates as true, then the first part of the conditional is executed.


  Last week, the Reminder.ini file was added to the script to save the latest reminder. Since the INI file already exists, it's simple enough to add the line:


  IniRead, SetSpeak, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak


  

  to the ReadIni: label from last week. This makes it possible to save and recall the last setting. The variable used to save the setting for speaking is SetSpeak.


  The first time through, IniRead will not find the variable SetSpeak since it has not yet been written to the INI file. Therefore when the second conditional (If(SetSpeak = 1)) is encountered SetSpeak will not equal 1 and the ELSE condition will be executed. The text color is set to red (cRed) and the text is set to "Speaking Off." This will remain the case until the first time the text is clicked and the label ToggleSpeak (added with the gSpeakToggle option) is executed. The variable vSpeak has been added as an option merely to make changing the text with the GUICONTROL command easier.


  To turn on the speaking capability, click the text "Speaking Off" to launch the label SpeakToggle.


  The speak toggle (SpeakToggle:) is implemented with the following code:


  SpeakToggle:
 If(SetSpeak = 1)
 {
  SetSpeak := 0
  Gui,Font,Cred
  GuiControl,Font,Speak
  GuiControl,,Speak, Speaking Off
 }
 Else
 {
  SetSpeak := 1
  Gui,Font,Cgreen
  GuiControl,Font,Speak
  GuiControl,,Speak, Speaking On  ;Alt 0160 hard space before On
 } 
  IniWrite, %SetSpeak%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak
Return


  

  The first time this conditional is encountered the variable SetSpeak does not exist and can't equal 1. Therefore the script jumps to the ELSE portion of the conditional. SetSpeak is set to 1 (SetSpeak := 1). The font color is changed to green (Gui,Font,Cgreen), then the GUICONTROL command is used to set that font color to the control Speak. The same control is then set to the new text "Speaking On."


  For some reason, the word "On" would not display when executing this portion of the conditional, but placing a hard space (hold down the ALT key while entering 0160 with the number keypad to enter a hard space before On) before the word "On" in the code seemed to fix it. (Bug? I didn't have the problem on the "Off" side of the conditional.) If you copy-and-paste this code rather than downloading it from the Dropbox page (Reminder 1.6.ahk), you may need to to add the hard space yourself.


  The Reminder setup windows will now show the "Speaking On" link. See Figure 3.
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    Figure 3. The Reminder setup window shown with the speaking feature on.

  


  The last line of code uses the IniWrite command to save the new SetSpeak value to the INI file.


  If you click the now green text, it will enter the first part of the conditional and execute the opposite of what appears above and disabling the speaking feature.


  To put the selected setting into effect when a reminder is displayed, another conditional needs to be added to the ShowReminder label in the original script:


  IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe
  {
    If SetSpeak = 1     ;new line
     SetTimer, TalkToMe, 15000
  }


  

  This double conditional will only set the speaking timer if SetSpeak is set to 1.


  Changing the Cursor to a Pointing Finger


  One of the more powerful features of AutoHotkey is its ability to access built-in Windows features. In this case, I wanted to change the cursor to a pointing finger whenever it hovered over the new text speaking toggle link. This would make the text link even more obvious as a place to click. See Figure 4.
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    Figure 4. The cursor in the Reminder setup window changes to a pointing finger when hovering over the speaking toggle.

  


  This is one of the more advanced features of AutoHotkey which I found while digging around examples. I'm sure that there is much more than merely changing cursors which can be accomplished with these techniques, but I haven't had time to look into the possibilities. Until I start exploring more advanced AutoHotkey features in this column (there is plenty of intermediate level work to do), I will only offer an overview of the following code and attest to the fact that it works:


  IDC_HAND := 32649
hCursor := DllCall("LoadCursor", "UInt", NULL,"Int", IDC_HAND, "UInt")
OnMessage(0x200,"WM_MOUSEMOVE")

WM_MOUSEMOVE(wParam, lParam) {
  global hCursor
  MouseGetPos,,,, ctrl
 if (ctrl == "Static2")
  DllCall("SetCursor","UInt",hCursor) ; To set the cursor
}


  

  The first three lines of code I copied unaltered from an example. The AutoHotkey OnMessage command is used to call the standard Windows message WM_MOUSEMOVE found in the List of Windows Messages. The WM_MOUSEMOVE function uses the data setup hCursor and IDC_HAND to make a DllCall—which is a little cryptic. The only value that I added was the "Static2" ( if (ctrl == "Static2")) which designates the Speak control on the GUI window. (I found that value with the Window Spy utility by hovering over the speaking text link in the GUI window.)


  It works, but I'll have to save deeper investigation for more advanced level scripting columns—when I get that far along myself.


  The last piece of the puzzle is adding a line to the GuiClose label to "Destroy" the cursor (another DllCall):


  GuiClose:
  Gui, Destroy
  HotKey, ^#R, ON
  Menu, Tray, Enable, Set Reminder
  DllCall("DestroyCursor","Uint", hCursor) ;line added to remove hand cursor
Return


  

  Whew!


  The Final Reminder App Script


  I'm not sure that scripts are ever completed. I plan to eventually make this Reminder script capable of setting multiple simultaneous reminders, but for now I'll be moving on creating a simple database and calculating ages. Next week, I discuss a GrandKid app which maintains a simple database of grandchildren and calculates all of their ages from years down to the months and days. The techniques are useful in many different apps, although creating the function to calculate their ages was not as easy as it might seem.


  It's also time for me to put together an intermediate level AutoHotkey e-book which will include the last few months of columns and articles, plus next week's simple database app with age calculation. If you've kept up with this column then you already know most of what what will be in the book, although I expect that I will do some clarifying and correcting during the edit.


  Here is Reminder 1.6.ahk which can also be found on the Web for download:

  Menu, Tray, Add,Set Reminder,SetReminder


  IfExist, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini

  {

  GoSub, ReadIni

  If(RemTime > A_Now)

  {

  MyTime := RemTime

  MyNote := RemMemo

  

  GoSub, ButtonSubmit

  }

  Else

  {

  MyTime := A_Now

  MyNote := "Remind Me!"

  }

  }


  IfNotExist, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\

  FileCreateDir, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\


  Hotkey, ^#R, SetReminder, On


  Return


  SetReminder:


  HotKey, ^#R, Off

  Menu, Tray, Disable, Set Reminder


  Gui, Font, s12, Arial

  Gui, Add, Text,, 1. Select time`n2. Add note`n3. Submit`n4. Close popup

  Gui, Add, DateTime, vMyTime w350 1 Range%A_Now% Choose%MyTime%,dddd MMMMd, yyyy hh:mm tt

  Gui, Add, Edit, vMyNote w350, %MyNote%

  Gui, Add, Button, Default, Submit

  IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe

  {

  Gui, Font, s10

  If(SetSpeak = 1)

  Gui, Add, Text, cGreen X+150 yp+10 vSpeak gSpeakToggle, Speaking On

  Else

  Gui, Add, Text, cRed X+150 yp+10 vSpeak gSpeakToggle, Speaking Off

  }

  Else

  {

  Gui, Font, underline s10

  Gui, Add, Text, cRed x+150 yp+10 gNircmd, Speaking Not Available

  }


  IDC_HAND := 32649

  hCursor:=DllCall("LoadCursor", "UInt", NULL,"Int", IDC_HAND, "UInt")

  OnMessage(0x200,"WM_MOUSEMOVE")


  Gui, Show, , Reminder

  Return


  

  ButtonSubmit:

  Gui, Submit, NoHide

  NewTime := MyTime


  If (MyTime > A_Now)


  {

  EnvSub, NewTime, A_Now, s


  FormatTime, Schedule, %MyTime%

  MsgBox,4160,Your Reminder, "%MyNote%" is scheduled for`n%Schedule%


  #Persistent

  RemMessage := "Better get going!"

  GoSub, WriteIni

  SetTimer, ShowReminder, % NewTime*1000

  }

  Else

  {

  MsgBox, The time must be later than right now!

  GuiControl,,MyTime, %A_Now%

  }

  Return


  GuiClose:

  Gui, Destroy

  HotKey, ^#R, ON

  Menu, Tray, Enable, Set Reminder

  DllCall("DestroyCursor","Uint", hCursor)

  Return


  WM_MOUSEMOVE(wParam, lParam) {


  global hCursor


  MouseGetPos,,,, ctrl


  if (ctrl == "Static2")


  DllCall("SetCursor","UInt",hCursor) ; To set the cursor


  }


  ShowReminder:

  FormatTime, RightNow

  #persistent


  IfExist, %A_WinDir%\nircmd.exe

  {

  If SetSpeak = 1 ;new line

  SetTimer, TalkToMe, 15000

  }


  Hotkey, IfWinActive, Your Reminder!

  Hotkey, Esc, StopEscape


  SetTimer, ChangeButtonNames, 50

  MsgBox,20800,Your Reminder!, %MyNote% %RemMessage%`n%Rightnow%

  MyNote := "New Reminder!"

  SetTimer, ShowReminder, Off

  

  IfMsgBox, OK

  SetTimer, TalkToMe, Off

  Hotkey, IfWinActive

  return


  ChangeButtonNames:

  IfWinNotExist, Your Reminder!

  return ; Keep waiting.

  SetTimer, ChangeButtonNames, off

  WinActivate

  ControlSetText, Button2, Waiting,Your Reminder!

  return


  TalkToMe:

  run, nircmd.exe speak text "%MyNote%"

  Return


  StopEscape:

  Return


  WriteIni:

  IniWrite, %MyTime%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, Time

  IniWrite, %MyNote%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, Memo

  IniWrite, %SetSpeak%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak

  Return


  ReadIni:

  IniRead, RemTime, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, Time

  IniRead, RemMemo, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, Memo

  IniRead, SetSpeak, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak

  Return


  Nircmd:

  MsgBox, 4,Download Nircmd.exe?,You don't have Nircmd.exe utility

  ,`nfor activating speech, installed

  .`nWould you like to download it?

  IfMsgBox Yes

  Run http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/nircmd.html

  Return


  SpeakToggle:

  If(SetSpeak = 1)

  {

  SetSpeak := 0

  Gui,Font,Cred

  GuiControl,Font,Speak

  GuiControl,,Speak, Speaking Off

  IniWrite, %SetSpeak%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak

  }

  Else

  {

  SetSpeak := 1

  Gui,Font,Cgreen

  GuiControl,Font,Speak

  GuiControl,,Speak, SpeakingOn ;Alt 0160 hard space before On

  IniWrite, %SetSpeak%, C:\Users\%A_UserName%\Reminder\Reminder.ini, Settings, SetSpeak

  }

  Return

  
Please let me know it you find any errors.
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    Leap or Get Left Behind; Microsoft Office Warnings; Chasing Their Tail; Buying Apple Products at a Discount; Creating an Interactive Novel with LiveCode; The Most Popular Linux Distributions; Capture a Screenshot.
  

  


  Barnes&Nobleusedtobeoneofthelargestretailbooksellersinthecountry.Theystillare,nowthatBordersBookstoreshasgonebankruptanddisappeared.TheproblemisthatBarnes&Nobleistryingtostraddlethedividebetweenretailsellingofprintedbooksandelectronicdistributionofe-booksthroughtheirNooktablet.TheproblemisthatboththeirretailandNookbusiness is sinking.

  

  Themainproblemisthatfewcompanieshavemanagedthetransitionbetweentheoldwayofdoingbusinesstothenewwaybytryingtodobothatthesametime.Usually,companiesoptfortheoldwayofdoingbusiness,whichguaranteesthey'lleventuallygetwipedoutinthefuture.

  

  Whendigitalphotographybecamepopular,Kodakdecidedtheyweremakingmoremoneyonthefilmbusinesssotheydidn'tneedtoworryaboutdigitalphotography.Eventuallydigitalphotographycaughtupandwipedouttheirfilmbusiness.HowKodakfailedtoseethatcomingisaspuzzlingasseeingaspeedingtruckcomingdownthehighwayandrefusingtostepoutoftheroad.YetKodak'sexecutivesgotpaidlavishlytoignoretheobvious.

  

  BordersBookstoreisanotherexampleofblindallegiancetothepast.WhentheInternetfirstbecamepopular,Bordersfeltthatonlinebooksellingwouldbejustaniche,sotheywantedtofocusontheirretailbusiness.Whenpeoplewantedtobuybooksonline,Bordersactuallydirectedpeopletotheircompetitor,Amazon.Byignoringthefutureandclingingtothepast,Bordersguaranteedtheirowndemise.

  

  Barnes&Nobleisn'tmakingthatsamemistake,butthey'renotembracingthefuturecompletelyeither.Partofthecompanyisstillclingingtotheretailbooksellingbusiness,whichhasnowheretogobutdown.Theotherpartofthecompanyistryingtooffere-booksthroughtheNook,butthey'regettingstompedbyAmazonandtoamuchlesserextent,Apple'siPadandtheiriBookstore.Ifacompanytriestobridgetwodifferentbusinessmodelsatonce,chancesaregoodtheywon'tbeabletoembraceeitheroneverywell,andwindupfailingatbothofthem.

  

  ApplehasspentmuchlesstimeontheiriPodandMacintoshproductlineandputmostoftheiremphasisontheiPhoneandiPad,whichrepresentthefuture.MicrosoftistryingtobridgethegapbetweenPCsandmobilecomputingwiththeirhybridWindows8/RToperatingsystems,whichdon'tsatisfyeithermarketverywell.Givenachoicebetweenclingingtothepast(KodakandBorders)orleapingtothefuture(AppleandGoogle),MicrosoftistryingtoreachbothmarketslikeBarnes&Noble,andwilllikelystruggleinbothmarketsasaresult.

  

  WatchthestrugglesofretailerBestBuy,whichistryingtosellproductsonlinejustlikeAmazon,butmaintaintheirexpensiveretailpresenceatthesametime.ThoseretailcostswillsinkwhateverprofitsBestBuycancreateonline,whileAmazonsimplyrakesintheonlineprofitswithnoretailexpensesatall.Guesswho'sgoingtowininthelongrun,BestBuyorAmazon?

  

  Whenthefuturearrives,it'sbesttojumponboardwithbothfeetandminimizethepast.PCpeopledidthisatonetimewhentheworldswitchedfromCP/M-80toMS-DOS(insteadofCP/M-86thatcouldrunCP/M-80software),andthenfromMS-DOStoWindows(insteadofMS-DOSrunningmultitaskingsoftwarelikeDesqViewthatcouldmimicWindowswhilestillrunningMS-DOSprograms).

  

  JustasMS-DOScouldneverhavenurtureddesktoppublishingorphotoeditinglikegraphicaluserinterfaces(WindowsandMacOSX)coulddo,socanmobilecomputing(iOSandAndroid)offeradvantagesthatPCscanneveroffer.RatherthandragthepastintothefuturewithahybridoperatingsystemlikeWindows8,it'ssimplertojustjumpintomobilecomputingwithouttheburdenofthepastdraggingyoudown.Thatmeansfocusingondevicesdesignedformobilecomputingandnotondevicesthattrytodoeverythingbutfailatdoinganythingwell.

  

  ThefutureisnotthePCrunningWindowsorMacOSX.Ifyou'restillclingingtothepast,youcanlookatthefateofKodakandBlockbusterVideotoseewhatyourfuturewilllooklikesoonerthanyouthink.Don'twastetimetryingtoclingtotheoldandembracethenew.Justembracethenewandmoveonfromthere.

  



  Microsoft Office Warnings


  

  

  BesidesraisingthepriceofindividualcopiesofMicrosoftOfficeinanattempttodrivepeopletothesubscription-basedMicrosoftOffice365editioninstead,MicrosofthasalsoremovedacrucialbusinesstoolfromExcelcalledPowerPivot.Thisadd-onisstillavailableifyoupurchasetheMicrosoftOfficeProPlusvolumelicense,whichissomethingbusinessescandobutnotindividuals.

  

  IfyouhaveapreviousversionofMicrosoftOffice,youmayhaveinstalledtheprogramonmultiplecomputers.IfyouwanttoupgradetoOffice2013,youcanonlyupgradeonecomputer.Thatmeansyou'llnowhavetopayforadditionalupgrades,whichisMicrosoft'swayofforcingpeopletooptfortheirMicrosoftOffice365subscription-basedprograminstead.

  

  Microsoftclearlywantseveryonetousethesubscription-basedMicrosoftOffice365,butratherthanprovideincentivestodoso,they'repunishingcurrentMicrosoftOfficeusersintheprocess.Whenyournewproductlineexistssolelytobenefityourcompanywhileinconveniencingyourcustomers,that'sasuresignofproblems.

  

  SomecompanieswilleitherpaymoreforMicrosoftOffice2013orswitchtothesubscription-basedMicrosoftOffice365,butwhatallcompaniesshoulddoisevaluateiftheyevenneedtoupgradeoruseMicrosoftOfficeanymore.Formanycompanies,thefeaturesincurrentorolderversionsofMicrosoftOfficewillworkjustfine,andtheupdatedfeaturesinOffice2013maynotbenecessaryatall.

  

  Ifyouenjoyspendingmoneyneedlessly,MicrosoftwillbehappytokeeptakingitwhilelockingyouintoMicrosoftproducts.Onceyou'relockedintoMicrosoftproducts,youcancriticizeAppleandlaughatallthepeoplewhogetlockedintotheperceived"walledgarden"approachofAppleproducts.Ofcourse,youwouldneverbesofoolishtoallowasinglecompanytolockyouintotheirproductsbecauseyou'resmartenoughtoputyourtrustintoMicrosoftinstead.

  



  Chasing Their Tail


  

  

  BeforeAppleintroducedtheiPad,Hewlett-PackardtriedtostealthespotlightbyannouncingtheSlatePCattheConsumerElectronicsShow.Thecompanyreleasedaseriesofvideointerviewswiththeirresearchengineers,claimingtheyhadspentyearsdevelopingtheSlatePC,whenitwasreallyjustaPCwithWindows7runningonit,butwithoutakeyboardoramouse.Notsurprisingly,ifthatwasHewlett-Packard'sideaofresearchanddevelopment,theirSlatePCdiedaquickdeathwhentheiPadfinallyappeared.

  

  ThenHewlett-Packardspent$1.2billionbuyingPalmComputingfortheirwebOSoperatingsystemtopowerHewlett-Packard'sTouchPadtablet.AfterlaunchingtheTouchpadatthesamepriceastheiPad,Hewlett-Packardsawalmostnosales,sotheykilledtheproject,flushed$1.2billiondownthedrain,andliquidatedtheirTouchPadinventoryat$99each.Atthatprice,theTouchPadfinallysold.

  

  NowHewlett-PackardistryingtobreakintothetabletmarketforathirdtimebyusingtheAndroidoperatingsystemontheirnewSlate 7 tablet.Thistimetheirmainadvantageisthelow$169pricetagandthelargeapplibraryofAndroid.

  

  MaybethistimeHewlett-Packardwillsucceedsellingatablet,butatthatlowprice,theylikelywon'tmakemuchofaprofitfromit.WhileAmazonsellstheKindleFireataslightlosstodrivepeopleintobuyingmusic,video,ande-booksfromAmazon,Hewlett-PackardhasnosuchwaytomakemoneyfromtheirSlate7tablet.

  

  AsniceastheSlate7'spricemaybe,don'texpectHewlett-Packardtocarvemuchmoneyoutofthetabletmarket.Ifhistoryisanyindication,Hewlett-Packardwillchangetheirmindsinafewmonthsandflushmoremoneydownthedrainastheycontinuebangingtheirheadsagainstthewall,tryingtocomeupwithatabletthatcancompeteagainsttheiPad.

  

  Inthemeantime,Hewlett-Packardsold their webOSoperatingsystemtoLGElectronicssoLGElectronicscanuseitintheirtelevisionsets.LGElectronicsisatleastthinkingofthefuturewhileHewlett-Packardkeepschasingthepast.

  

  ThewebOSoperatingsystemwasconsideredbymanytobetechnicallyequal,ifnotsuperior,toiOSandAndroid.ForHewlett-PackardtogiveuponwebOSsosoonseemsasshort-sightedaswhenHewlett-Packardturned downSteveJobsandSteveWozniakbecausetheydidn'tthinktheApplepersonalcomputerwouldeversell.HavingmissedthePCrevolution,thesmartphonerevolution,andthetabletrevolution,Hewlett-Packardisgettingdangerouslyclosetomissingtheirownfutureforgood.

  



  Buying Apple Products at a Discount


  

  

  VisitApple'ssiteandyoucanfindrefurbishedproductsatadiscount.Refurbishedproductsdon'tgiveyoumuchchoiceastothesizeoftheharddiskortheamountofRAMinstalled,neitherwillyoualwaysfindthemodelyoumaywant.However,ifyoufindtheparticularproductyouwant,youcansave10-20percentofftheretailprice.

  

  Foranotherwaytogetrefurbished Apple products,visitApple'sunofficialstoreoneBay.LikeApple'sownrefurbishedstore,allproductscomewithfullwarrantiesbutyou'llhavetohuntthroughthemeagerselectionuntilyoufindtheexactproductyouwant.
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    Figure 1. Apple sells refurbished products on eBay.

  


  

  

  ThenexttimeyouwanttobuyanAppleproduct,visitApple'sownrefurbishedstoreortheirunofficialrefurbishedstoreoneBay.Withthemoneyyousave,youcanbuyyourselfadditionalaccessoriestogoalongwithyourrefurbishedMacintoshoriPad.

  



  Creating an Interactive Novel with LiveCode


  

  

  Theworldofstatictextandpictures,foundonordinaryprintedbooks,iscomingtoanendbutstoreslikeBarnes&NobleandevenAmazonarestilloblivioustothiscomingthreattotheirbusiness.Whileyoucancreateinteractivee-booksusingApple'sfreeiBooksAuthorprogram,youcanalsocreateinteractivee-booksasanappusingyourfavoriteprogramminglanguagesuchasObjective-C.

  

  Theco-creatorofthepopularHalovideogameserieshasevencreatedaninteractivee-bookasanapp,calledMorning Star Alpha.Designedasaninteractivecomicbook,thisappwillletreadersexplorethefictionalenvironmentthatwillbeintroducedlaterasavideogame.
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    Figure 2. Morning Star Alpha will be an interactive comic book written in LiveCode.

  


  

  

  Creatinganinteractivecomicbookmightseemlikeatoughtask,sothat'swhythecreatorsareusingLiveCode,whichwillsoonbeturnedintoafree,opensourceproject.LiveCode,basedonApple'soldHyperCard,makesprogrammingfunandeasybyusinganEnglish-likesyntax.NowthatLiveCodewillbemadeopensource,everyonecanprogramandfocusmoreongettingtheirprojectdoneandlessonlearningthetechnicalitiesofaneditor/compilerlikeXcode.

  

  WhenMorningStarAlphabecomesavailable,youcanseehowmuchmoreengaginginteractivebookswillbecomparedtostaticprintedbooks.Whenyourkidsfindoldbooksinyourgarageoratticinthefuture,they'lllaughatthedustypicturesonpagesthatcan'tmove.Seeingprintedbooksinthefuturewillbeliketoday'sbookloversstaringattheclumsinessofscrollsandclaytablets.

  

  Thebookindustryactuallyhasabrightfuture.Itjusthasnothingtodowiththeprintedpageanymore.

  



  The Most Popular Linux Distributions


  

  

  Atonetime,UbuntuLinuxwasthemostpopularLinuxdistribution.ThenUbuntucreatedtheirUnityinterfacedesignedtoturnLinuxintoanoperatingsystemthatcouldworkonPCs,smartphones,andtablets.ManypeoplehatedthechangeandimmediatelyswitchedtorivalLinuxdistributionssuchasLinuxMintandMageia.Ifyou'veseenWindows8,you'llunderstandthisrevoltfromUbuntuLinuxuserinterface.

  

  OneoddfeatureofMageiaisthatit'sanopensourceversionofMandrivaLinux,whichitselfwasbasedonRedHatLinux.UnlikeUbuntuLinux,Mageiadoesn'ttrytoforceyoutolearnanewuserinterface.Instead,MageiacloselyresemblesWindows7,soifyoupreferamorestraightforwarduserinterface,trythefreeandopensourceMageiaonyourPCandavoidthepainfulexperienceofupgradingtoWindows8.
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    Figure 3. Mageia tries to mimic the familiar interface of Windows.

  


  

  

  Foryears,WindowsusershaveboastedthatWindowsPCsarecheaperthanMacintoshcomputers,soifthey'rereallyinterestedinsavingmoney,theyshouldavoidWindows8altogetherandjustswitchtoMageiaorLinuxMint.Atleastthey'llfindthatMageiaandLinuxMintofferamorefamiliaruserinterfacethanWindows8.

  



  
    ***
  


  Ifyouneedtocaptureascreenshot,youcanbuyaseparatescreencapturingprogram.However,OSXletsyoupressCommand+Control+Shift+3tocaptureyourentirescreenontotheclipboard.Nowyoucanpastethatimageintoagraphicsprogramorwordprocessorwindow.

  

  IfyoupressCommand+Shift+4,yourmousepointerwillturnintoacross-hairiconsoyoucancaptureaselectedarea.Ifyouonlywanttocapturetheselectedwindow,pressCommand+Shift+4+space.

  


  Intheearlydays,beforeWallybecameanInternationallyrenownedcomedian,computerbookwriter,andgenerallycoolguy,WallyWangusedtohangaroundTheByteBuyerdanglingparticipleswithJackDunningandgotothegymtopumpironwithDanGookin.

  

  Wallyisresponsibleforthefollowingbooks:


  My New Mac, Lion Edition

  My New iPad 2

  Steal This Computer Book

  Microsoft Office 2010 For Dummies

  Beginning Programming for Dummies

  Beginning Programming All-in-One Reference for Dummies

  Breaking Into Acting for Dummies with Larry Garrison

  Strategic Entrepreneurism with Jon and Gerald Fisher

  How to Live with a Cat (When You Really Don't Want To)

  The Secrets of the Wall Street Stock Traders

  Mac Programming For Absolute Beginners

  Republican Fairy Tales (Children's Stories the 1% Tell About the Rest of Us)

  The Zen of Effortless Selling with Moe Abdou

  The 15-Minute Movie Method

  Erotophobia (A novel)

  

  Inhissparetime,Wallylikesbloggingaboutmoviesandwritingscreenplaysathissite"The 15 Minute Movie Method."Wallycanbereachedatwally@computoredge.com.
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        Worldwide News & Product Reviews
“The latest in tech news and hot product reviews.” by Charles Carr
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  The Kindness of Game Developers


  

  There'sagreatitemoveratKotaku.comthatrecountswhathappenedwhenayoungmanturnedtovideogamingwhilehesortedouthisfeelingsoverhissister'sdeath.

  

  "Videogamescanbewonderfulwhenyouneedsomeplacetodecompress,whenyouneedtotunetheworldout,"theKotakuarticlenotes."That'sexactlywhatReddituserlb-Cyberneededduringatoughspotinhislife."

  

  "OnFebruary21st,2012,mysisterpassedawayafteranine-yearbattlewithcancer,"lb-CyberwroteinaRedditthread.Dealingwiththelosswasn'teasy,asyoumightimagine.Hewroteofbeingisolatedandalonefollowingherdeath.

  

  "Soheusedtheoutletshecouldfind,includingSkyrim,"thearticlecontinues,"Ithelped."
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  Bethesdareachedout.Ontheanniversaryofthesibling'sdeath,lb-Cyberreceivedthe[Skyrim]artbookofyouseeabove.ItwassignedbyallthemembersoftheBethesdateam."

  

  "IwroteasillypostamonthagoabouthowSkyrimhelpedmethroughatoughtime.Ididn'texpecttoreceivesuchatouchingresponsefromBethesda.IabsolutelywasflooredandadayIthoughtwouldbeabsolutelyagonizingendedwithanincrediblyheart-warmingandunexpectedmomentofabsolutekindness,"lb-CyberwroteontheRedditthread.

  

  Checkouttheentirepostatm.kotaku.com)

  



  Ultrabooks to Make Up Half of All Notebook Sales by 2016


  

  

  Althoughcurrentlyviewedasprohibitivelyexpensive,Ultrabooksaleswillexplodeinthenextfiveyears,makingup47%ofannualnotebooksalesbyjust2016,saysbusinessintelligenceproviderGBI Research.
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  Accordingtothefirm,1.3millionUltrabooksweresoldlastyear,butthankstotechnologicaladvancesandadropincomponentprices,thisnumberispredictedtoreachamassive148.7millionby2016,ataCompoundAnnualGrowthRate(CAGR)of109%.GBIwrites:

  

  Ultrabooks(definedbythinner,lighterbodiesandwithashorterboot-uptimethantypicalnotebooks)areexpectedtoexplodeinpopularityinthenearfutureascloud-basedsystems,suchasApple'siCloudandGoogle'sCloudStorage,becomemoreprevalentanddefytheneedforatraditionalharddrive.

  

  Thepricereductionofmicroprocessorsandflashmemory,combinedwithanincreaseinproductioncapacityforscreensandcasings,willalsoseeasizeabledropintheaveragesellingpriceofultrabooks,from$1050lastyearto$510bytheendof2016.

  

  TheAmericasarecurrentlythebiggestconsumerofUltrabooksandareexpectedtopurchase1.55millionunitsthisyearalone,accountingfor42%of2012'sglobalmarket.

  

  However,thiswillchangeoverthenextfiveyearsastheAsia-PacificregionisexpectedtobecomethebiggestbuyerofUltrabooksin2016,withanestimated55millionunits.TheAmericasarepredictedtocomesecondwith54millionunitsales,whileEurope,theMiddleEastandAfrica(EMEA)willcomethirdwithcombinedsalesofaround40million.

  



  Sixty-five Free Smarter Buying Guides


  

  

  Withmorechoicesthaneveramongdigitalcameragear,camcorders,flatscreenTVs,andotherconsumerelectronicsgear,consumerscaneasilybeoverwhelmed.Adoramacomestotherescuewith65freebuyingguidestoprovidecustomerswithhelpfulinformationthatwillletthemchoosethebestproductsfortheirneedsandbudget.

  

  "OurbuyingguidesareanintegralpartoftheAdoramaLearningCenter'smissiontoprovideAdoramacustomerswithunbiasedinformationthatwillhelpthempurchaseproductsthattheywillbesatisfiedwith,"notesAdoramaLearningCentereditorMasonResnick."Thevarietyofguidesrangesfromsimplegearforsnapshooterstoaccessorygearguidesaimedatprofessionalphotographers,aswellasawide-rangingmixofvideo,hometheater,computer,andprinterguides."

  

  CamerabuyingguidesincludetopCompactDigitalCameras,MirrorlessInterchangeable-LensCompacts,idealcamerasforlow-lightphotography,andDSLRs.Otherphotographyguidesincludesuggestedsportsandmacrophotographykits,all-in-onelensesforDSLRs,andaccessoryguidesforitemscosting$100orless,or$100-250.Therearealsorecommendationsfortopcamerabags,eBayphotography,still-lifetents,tripodsfortravelers,andaccessorieseveryweddingphotographershouldbringalong.

  

  Forvideographers,thereareguidestothebestDSLRsforvideo,must-havevideoaccessories,guidestopocket-sizedhigh-definitioncamcordersdesignedtocapturepoint-of-viewaction,andaguidetomicrophonesforvideo.

  

  "Consumerelectronicsguidesincludehometheatersystems,affordabledigitalprojectors,and3DflatscreenTVs,"saysResnick."Thereareguidestohelpconsumerschooseaccessoriesfortheirsmartphones,tablets,netbooks,andlaptopcomputers,aswellasguidestoopticsandtelescopes.Wanttodobirdphotographyinyourbackyard?Interestedinexploringthecosmoswithatelescope?It'sallinthere."

  



  This Satellite is Out of This World


  

  

  Title:SeagateSatelliteMobileWirelessStorageDevice

  Manufacturer:Seagate

  Model:STBF500101(500GB)

  Website:www.seagate.com

  Price:$189.99list($169.99 on Amazon)

  

  TheSeagateSatellite,partoftheSeagateGoFlexStorageSystem,isawirelessstoragesolutionthatallowsyoutostreamallsortsofcontenttoalmostanyWi-FienableddeviceeitherbyusingaWebbrowserorafreeappoptimizedformosttabletsandsmartphones.

  

  Setupisabreeze.JustchargeuptheSatellite;plugitintoyourlaptopcomputer,tablet,orsmartphoneviaUSB;andtransferyourmedia.Enjoyupto7hoursofcontinuousstreamingpercharge--theperfectsolutionfordevicesthatdon'thaveallthatmuchstoragespacetobeginwith.
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  Andit'snotjustforphotos,music,anddocuments.Gotagangathome?TheSatellitealsomakesiteasytostreamuptothreedifferentHDmoviestothreedifferentWi-Fienableddevicesatthesametime.Youcangethundredsof(compressed)moviesontothething.Totestitout,Isetitupathomeandwasabletoplayonemovieinmyson'sroom,anotherinmydaughter's,allwhilemywifeandIwatchedathirddowninthelivingroom.Notransferhiccupsatall.
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  I'vereadforumpostsbyafewotheruserswhotoldmetheyhadsomeproblemswithinitialsetupandnavigatingthefilesystem,twoofwhomwereMacusers,butIdidn'thaveanyproblemswhatsoever.

  

  Therearelotsofwaystocontentaroundwirelessly,buttheSeagateSatelliteMobileWirelessStorageDeviceisoneofthesimplest,mostdependablewaysI'veyetseen.

  

  [image: ]

  



  
    ***
  


  

  SystemRequirements(fromSeagate):

  

  •iPad,smartphone,tabletorcomputerwithaWebbrowserandWi-Ficonnectivity(802.11b/g/n)

  

  •PCorMaccomputerrunningWindows7,WindowsVista,WindowsXP,orMacOS10.5.8orlateroperatingsystemforloadingmediaontoSeagateSatellitemobilewirelessstoragedeviceviaUSB

  

  •SuperSpeedUSB3.0port(requiredforUSB3.0transferspeeds)orUSB2.0port

  

  •500GBofstoragecapacity

  

  •Upto7hoursbatterylife,25hoursstandbytime

  

  •Wi-Firangeupto150feet

  

  OtheravailableinterfacesincludeFireWire800andpoweredeSATAusingcompatiblecables(soldseparately).

  

  Inthebox:Satellitemobilewirelessstoragedevice,USB3.0USMadapterwithdetachableUSB3.0cable,compactwalladapterwithretractablepins,compactcarcharger,USBtoDCcable,quickstartguide,warranty.

  



  vPulse In-ear Canalphones —"Bring the Bass?"


  

  

  Productname:vPulse

  Manufacturer:VelodyneAcoustics,Inc.

  Website:velodyne.com

  Price:$99 at Amazon

  

  ThestandardearbudsincludedwithApple'smusicplayingiDevicesmeetalotofusers'needsandauditorysensibilities,asevidencedbytheirubiquityintherealworld.Althoughreplacingtheseearbudsinvolvesanadditionalcost,musicloversmightwantanupgradethatwouldenhancetheirlisteningexperience.Onealternativewithpotentialappealtoawideraudiencethanjustseriousaudiophilesand/orone-percentersisVelodyneAcoutics'vPulse in-ear canalphones.

  

  ThevPulsein-earcanalphones(IECs)comeinauser-friendlypackagethatthankfullydoesn'trequiresurgicalinstrumentsand/orsuperhumanpowerstobreakopen.Itconsistsofawhiteglossycardboardboxwithinacardboardsleevethatiseasytoopen(unlikethesealedplasticbubblesthatsomecompetitorsprefer).Afterremovingthepackage'soutersleeve(whichhasapictureofvPulseonthefrontsideandusefulinformationontheflipsidethatincludesspecs,alistofcompatibleiDevices,packagecontents,features,andmore),youopentheinteriorcardboardboxbytuggingonaloopedblackfabricstrip.Thebox,inturn,housesaplasticmoldwhichholdsitscontentssecurelyinplace(Figure1).
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    Figure 1. vPulse in-ear-canalphones (IECs) come in an eye-catching cardboard box (above left) with a sleeve (above right) showing one of this product's IECs below the marketing line "bring the bass."

  


  

  

  vPulseIECs'standardaccessoriesincludeanEnglish-onlyuserguidebooklet(containingregistrationinformation,listofpackagecontents,specifications,warnings,safetyandcareinstructions,usageinstructions,warrantyinformation,serviceandsupportinformation,andhowtorecycle),ahandyzipperedpouch,aplasticalligatorclip,andtwopackagesofsiliconesleeves.Onepackageofsleevescontainsfiveblackpairs(small,twopairsofmedium,large,andextralarge),theothercontainsfourgreypairs(onlyonepairofmedium).Althoughthisgenerousvarietyofsleevesizeandcolorcombinationsshouldmaximizethelikelihoodoffindingagoodand/orcomfortablefit,thisreviewer'sexperiencewastheopposite(detailsinamoment).

  

  Inadditiontotheaboveaccessories,theboxalsocontainsthevPulseIECsinoneofthreecoloroptions--ClassicBlack,VelodyneElectricBlue,orHotPink.TheunitforthisreviewisClassicBlack,andinterestinglyitphysicallydiffersfromtheunitonthepackage'ssleeveandtheuserguide'scoverpageintwoaspects(cf.,Figure2,AandB).Onedifferenceisthatthereviewunit'scasinghasaraisedmetallicletterVonthesideoppositethedriverwhilethepicturedunithasablackletterVonaraisedhexagonalshape.Theotherdifferenceisthatthereviewunit'sremotecontrolhasupanddownarrowswhilethepicturedunithasplusandminussignsforchangingthevolumelevel.Arethesedifferencesevidenceofmerecosmeticchanges,ordotheyaccompanyanunderlyinghardwareupgrade?Staytunedforapotentialanswertothisquestionbelow.
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    Figure 2. The Classic Black review unit (A) has a raised metallic letter V on its casing and up and down arrows on its remote; the Electric Blue unit (B) shown in the user guide and on the package's sleeve has a black letter V on a raised hexagonal shape and plus and minus signs on its remote. Cosmetic, or evidence that the review unit is a new version vPulse?.

  


  

  

  WhatIlikemostaboutvPulseIECsistheirdesign.Theaforementionedcasingismadeofaluminum,hasclearlylegiblelettersL(Figure2A)andRindicatingtheirrespectivestereochannels,anditcontains10mmdriverswith20Hz-20kHzfrequencyresponse,92dB/1mWsensitivity,16dBat1kHznoisereduction,and16ohmimpedanceaccordingtotheproduct'sspecs.Attheearendofthesecasingsisadriverpostorientedatanangle(Figure2A;myguessisits~30°)ratherthanextendedstraightoutfromthecasing.Thisdesignfacilitatesinsertionofthesiliconesleeveintotheuser'searcanal;italsodetersloopingthecablesaboveandovertheuser'searlobe.Perhapsmostimportantlythough,thevPulseIECs'43.5"cablesareflatratherthantheusualcylindricalshape.Thesecables,duringtesting,absolutelyrefusedtogettangleduplikespaghetti;instead,theywentintouseessentiallyimmediately,therebymaximizingthetimeavailableforactuallylisteningtomusicratherthanspendingtimeuntangling.Woohoo!

  

  Additionaldesignelementsworthnotingandappreciating--theintegratedremoteislocatedaboutfiveinchesbelowtheleftcasing(whichputsitneartheuser'sneckorshoulder),anditsthreebuttons(theaforementionedarrow-shapedvolumecontrolsplusacircularmultifunctioncontrolforplay-pause,fastforward,rewind,phonecalls,andmore)aresufficientlyseparatedandraisedthattheyareeasytooperatewithoutmistakenlypushingonewhenintendingtopushanother;the3.5mmplugisgold-plated,angledat90°,andthehousinginwhichthecableenterstheplugshouldbedurable(notroublesduringtesting).

  

  AlthoughtheabovedesignfeaturesmakethevPulseIECsacompellingchoicefromausabilityperspective,theirequallycompellingweaknessishowtheysound.Duringtesting,regardlessofwhichofthenineincludedpairsofsiliconesleeveswereinstalled(withsomeaccompanyingdiscomfortorpain),theaudiowasterrific…exceptforthebass.Vocals,leadandrhythmelectricoracousticguitars,keyboards,percussioninstruments,brass,andstringsallweredetailed,rich,andcrystalclear…exceptforbassguitars,drums,andstrings.MyimpressionofallbassinstrumentswasthattheysoundedonlyOK,asiftheyweremumblingratherthanclearlyenunciatingtheirnotes.AgoodexamplesupportingthisimpressionisJohnMcVie'sbriefbassguitarsoloin"TheChain"onFleetwoodMac'srecordedconcert"TheDance."Allotherinstrumentsinthatsong--LindsayBuckingham'sleadguitar,ChristineMcVie'skeyboards,andMickFleetwood'sdiversepercussionset--soundrichwhilethebassMcViebroughtsoundsjustordinary.Alackofbasstypicallycanbeattributedtoaninadequatefitand/orsealcreatedbythesiliconesleeves.However,duringtestingforthisreview,thesealwassufficienttomitigateambientnoisesinvariousenvironments(bus;trolley;livingroom;etc.).

  

  WhatmakesthisimpressionparticularlypuzzlingisthatVelodyneAcoustics,acompanyrenownedfortheirsubwoofers,advertisesthevPulse IECswiththetagline"bringthebass."Addingtothispuzzle,otherreviewsravedaboutthevPulseIECs'bass;Macworld's descriptionwas"bigbass,"PC Magazine's was"richbass,"andCNET's was"impressivebassresponse."Werethosereviews'unitsthesameasthisreview's?

  

  Thatquestionleadsusbacktotheearlierone--arethedifferencesbetweencasingsandremoteinthereviewunitandthoseshownintheuserguideandpackagingevidenceofmerecosmeticchanges,ordotheyaccompanyanunderlyinghardwareupgrade?Perhapsthereviewunitisadifferentversionwithdifferentbasspropertiesthanthepreviousversion.Wecanonlyspeculate...

  

  Inconclusion,vPulseIECsareanexcellentthird-partyreplacementforthestandardearbudsincludedwithApple'siDevices.Theycomewithanunusuallygenerousdiversityofaccessories,theirdesigniscompellinglyuserfriendly,andtheydosoundterrificotherthantheirbass.IfvPulseIECs'bassduringthisreviewhadliveduptothecompany'stagline"bringthebass,"theywouldbringmyhighestrating;instead,theygetpenalizedhalfaglobe.
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  ReviewcontributedbyBarryFass-Holmes

  


  InadditiontobeinganeditorandcolumnistforComputorEdgeandComputerSceneMagazines,wherehehaswrittenhundredsoffeaturearticlesandcoverstoriesoverthepastdecade,CharlesCarrhasalsopennedwellover1,000non-technewspaperandmagazinearticlesandcolumnsforvariouspublications,includingtwowidely-readcolumnseachweekforSanDiego'sNorth County Timesnewspaper.

  

  Carrhascoveredsuchdiversetopicsaspesticideuseinareaschools,invasivebackgroundchecksforcountyvolunteers,asthmaawareness,thedebateoverstandards-basedgrading,potentialvulnerabilitiesinelectronicvotingmachines,andSouthernCalifornia'sdevastating2003and2007wildfires.Hehasalsowrittenmanyhumorouspieces.

  

  Carrhasalsoediteddozensofstoriesandarticleswrittenbyotherswhichhaveappearedinmajorpublicationsandwebsitesacrossthecountry.

  

  HehasbeenacontributorandtechnicaladvisortoL.A. and San Diego ParentmagazinesandreceivesdozensofrequestsayeartoappearonSouthernCaliforniatelevisionandradiostationstotalkaboutimportanteventsinthetechworld.

  

  CarrhasjudgedmanywritingcompetitionsincludingSanDiegoPressClubandTime-WarnerCommunicationscontestsandwassolejudgeforthenationalNAPPATechToysawardsforfiveyears(whichhiskidsreallyappreciated).Hewasrecentlyajudgeforthenational"PoetryOutLoud"competition.

  

  Hehaswonmanywritingaccolades,includingPressClubawardsforBestColumnWriting,ConsumerWritingandBestArtsandEntertainment,andhasrepeatedlytakentophonorsinSanDiegoSongwriter'sGuildcompetitionsforhisoriginalmusicalcompositions.

  

  Carrwillsoonpublishhisfirstbook,What a World,acollectionofhisbestwritings.

  

  Learnmoreatwww.charlescarr.com.
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        Editor's Letters: Tips and Thoughts from Readers
“Computer and Internet tips, plus comments on the articles and columns.” by ComputorEdge Staff
      
    

  


  
    "Copy-and-Paste AutoHotkey script," "Gesture Control," "Dual Monitors Swapped after Sleep," "Vista Slow to Boot," "Start Menu Simulation"
  

  


  Copy-and-Paste AutoHotkey script


  

  

  [RegardingtheFebruary15A Beginners Tip, Plus Solving More AutoHotkey Script Issues column:]

  

  IdiscoveredthatwhenIcopy-and-pasteyourReminderscriptfromIE10toNotepad,itallrunstogetherintwolines.Itwon'tworkuntilnumerous"Enter"keysareaddedinexactlytherightplaces.Isthereawaytocopy-and-pastethescriptasshownintheWebpage?Ifnot,perhapsyoucouldincludeadownloadabletextfile.

  

  -Ron Cerrato, San Diego, CA

  

  [That'sodd.ItesteditmyselfwithIE10andNotepadwithoutanyproblem.Perhapsadifferentbrowserortexteditorwoulddothejob.

  

  Inanycase,I'veaddedittoourpublishedDropbox AutoHotkey folder.It'scalledReminder 1.4.ahk.TherewillbeotherversionsinthefuturewhichIwillalsoaddtothisfolder.

  

  -Jack

  



  Gesture Control


  

  

  [RegardingMarilynK.Martin'sFebruary15article,"MoreLittleKnownHighTechStories":]

  

  MarilynK.Martin,

  

  IdonotworkforLeapMotion.

  

  AsoontobereleasedproductwhichyoufailedtomentionistheLeap Motion Controller.

  PerthecompanyWebsite:"TheLeapMotioncontrollersensesyourindividualhandandfingermovementssoyoucaninteractdirectlywithyourcomputer.Justconnectourdeviceandinstantlyget8cubicfeetof...3Dinteractionspace."

  

  Awhileback,Ireadthis article:"LeapMotionhascreatedanewdevice,calledtheLeap,itclaimsis200timesmoreaccuratethanexistingtechnology...itcreatesaeight-cubic-footvirtualworkspace.Withinthatarea,ittracksalltenofyourfingerssimultaneouslytowithin1/100ofamillimeter..."

  AndafterreadingtheEngadgetstory,Ihavepre-orderedtheirproduct.Ihopeminearrivessoon.

  

  -Chuck, Broomfield, CO

  



  Dual Monitors Swapped after Sleep


  

  

  [RegardingtheFebruary15Digital Dave column:]

  

  AnotherthoughtfortheuserwiththeWindows7machinethatswapsthemonitorsaftersleep.

  

  Tryswappingthemonitorconnectionsonthevideocard.Perhapsoneortheotherissensedfirst.He'llhavetoredohismonitor1and2setup/default,butitmightcuretheproblemofcomingupaftersleep.

  

  -Rich Ernst, San Diego, CA

  

  RegardingMarc'sdual monitor problem,Idon'thavetheexactsetup,soIcan'treproducetheproblem,butifrunningsomethingafterwakingupfromsuspend/hibernationcurestheproblem,perhapshecantrythisAutoHotkeyscript.

  

  #Persistent

  OnMessage(0x218, "WM_POWERBROADCAST")

  



  WM_POWERBROADCAST(wParam, lParam)

  {

  ; 6 :PBT_APMRESUMECRITICAL

  ; 7 :PBT_APMRESUMESUSPEND


  If (wParam = 6 or wParam = 7) {

  Sleep 1000

  Run "thing_that_fixes_dual_monitor_problem"

  }


  Return True

  }

  

-Sol, San Diego, CA




  Vista Slow to Boot

  

[RegardingtheJanuary25Digital Dave column:]

A30secondbootisridiculouslylongforacomputerusingWIN8plusofallthingsanSSD.Igetlessthan30secbootonallmymachines(notebooksanddesktops)withjustXPusingHDDs.OntheAnandtechforumsitisreportedthatwithWIN8andanSSDthebootisliterallyseconds(nosplashscreen)toauseabledesktop.

Seemstomethattheuserhasaconfigurationissuewhichneedsinvestigation.

-Chris Romel, San Diego, CA




  Start Menu Simulation

  

[RegardingtheFebruary15Windows Tips and Tricks: Adding Custom Toolbars to the Taskbar column:]

TheWindows7StartMenucombinesthelistofprogramsfromtwodifferentStartMenus,appdataandprogramdata,andalsocontainsmanyotherusefullocations.Iwonderifyoucanrecommendatruestartmenureplacement.(Iknowthatseveralcanbedownloaded.)I'msureyouagreetheWindows8StartScreenisapoorsubstitute.The"AllApps"menuismorecompletethantheStartScreenbutdoesn'tallowanycustomizationandthereisnowaytoboottoitdirectly.

-Ron Cerrato, San Diego, CA



  

  
ComputorEdgealwayswantstohearfromyou,ourreaders.Ifyouhavespecificcommentsaboutoneofourarticles,pleaseclickthe"Telluswhatyouthinkaboutthisarticle!"linkatthetoporbottomofthespecificarticle/columnatComputorEdge.com.Yourcommentswillbeattachedtothecolumnandmayappearatalatertimeinthe"Editor'sLetters"section.Ifyouwanttosubmitashort"ComputorQuickReview",oryellatus,pleasee-mailusatceeditor@computoredge.com.Ifyouwouldliketoreviewourrecente-books,pleasevisitComputorEdge E-Books.
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